THE ARGyMENT. ( 

L Veins Tarquinius (for his excise pride furnamed Superbus) 
after hee had caufed hie owne father inlaw Seruius Tullius to 
becrucUf murdred, and contrarie to the %omamelawes a ™™~ 
flames , not requiring or flaying for the peoples fitffr, ages, had po fie fed 
hmfelfeofthe kfngdome : went accompanyed with his fonnes and other 
Noble men of feme, to befiege Ardea, during which ftege, thcpnncipall 
men oftheeslrmj meeting one eueningat the Tent of Sextus Tarquini- 
us m their dtfeourfes after (upper euery one commended 

the vertues of his ownewife : among whom Colatinus extolledthe incom- 
parable cbafhty ofhismfeLucmn. In that pleafant humor they all po- 
lled to feme, and intending by theyrfecret and fodame arnuallto make 
triall of that which euery one had before auouched, onely Colatinusjkw 
his wife (though it were late in the night) /pinning amongefl her maides, 
the other Ladies were all found dauncmg andreuelling, or in feuera.udf- 
ports : whereupon the Noble mcnyeelded Co\at\ms the viClory and 
his wife the Fame, e At that time Sextus Tarquimus bemgenflnmcd 
with Lucrece beauty, yet /moot her mg his pajftons for t he prefent, departed 
with the refi backe to the Campe : from [ whence he fhortly after priutly 
withdrew himfelfe , and was ( accordingto hiseftate ) royally entertayned 
And lo deed ^Lucrece at Colatium. f he fame night he tretcherouflte 
flealeth into her Chamber , -violently ram ft her , and early in- the mot •- • 
ningfpeedeth away. Lucrece mthis lamentable plight, hatttlydifpatcb- 
eth Meffengers, one to %omefor her father , another to the Campefor 
Colafine. They came, the one accompanyed with lunius Brutus, the o- 
therwithVubXiUi Valerius : and finding Lucrece attired in mourning 
habite, demanded the caufe of her farrow . Slice firfl taking an oath of 
them for her reuen^e , revealed the Aft or , and whole manor of his dea- 
ling, andw'ithall fodame ly flatbed herfelfe. Which done, with onecon- 
fent they ail vowed toroote out thewhole hatedfamily of the Tarquins • 
and bearing the dead body to Rome , Brutus acquainted the people with 
the doer and, manner of the vile deede : with a bitter inuetliuc againfl the 
tyranny of. the King, wherewith the people were Jo moued , that with one 
con feat and a general acclamation, the f arquins were all t xiledgtnd the 
ft ate government changedfrom Kings to Confuls. 


vsa.v, 



L VC RECE. 


F Rom the befieged Ardea allinpoft, J 

Borne by the truftleflfe wings offalie defire, 
Luft-breathed Farcin, leaues the Romanhofi- 
Andto Colatium bearesthelightlefle fire, m. 

Which in pale embers hid, lurkes to afpi^e, 

And girdle with embracing flames, the wall: 

Of C o L A T,I N e s fair loue, L v c r e c e the chaft. 

Hap’Iy that name of chad, vnhap’Iy fet 
This batelefle edge on his keene appetite: 

When Col a tine vnwifely did not Jet, 

To praife the cleare vnmatched red and white 
Which triumpht in that skie of his delight: * 

Where mortal ftars as bright as heaues Beauties, 

With pure afpeds did him peculiar dueties. 
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